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EXPERTS TO PROBE NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS 
MISSOULA—
Three top U.S. experts on North Korea will speak at The University of Montana 
Monday, Feb. 26.
The presentation, “Update from the DMZ: Economic Possibility and the North Korean 
Nuclear Threat,” will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. in the University Center Theater.
The event, which is free and open to the public, is a program of a “Korea Caravan” 
that will travel to several locations in Montana.
Terry Weidner, director of UM’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, said the 
program is a reprieve of a lively and interesting event held two years ago that featured two of 
the evening’s speakers.
“Because of an apparent recent breakthrough in the Six Party negotiations on North 
Korean nuclear disarmament, this program is particularly timely,” Weidner said,
Those talks had long been stalled, he said, but gained greater urgency when North 
Korea, long suspected of having nuclear capability, exploded a small nuclear device last year.
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Panelists at Monday evening’s presentation will assess the implications of the most 
recent agreement as well as current economic and political conditions in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea.
U.S. relations with North Korea have been exceedingly tense since President Bush 
included the DPRK with Iraq and Iran in a notorious “Axis of Evil” in his 2001 State of the 
Union speech, Weidner said.
Panelists for the event are:
1 Thomas Byrne, vice president and senior credit officer of Moody’s Financial 
Institutions & Sovereign Risk Group. Since 1997, Byrne has been a Moody’s analyst 
for many Asian nations, including Japan, China, Korea and Thailand.
2 Gordon Flake, executive director of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation. 
Flake previously served as director for Research and Academic Affairs at the 
Washington, D.C.-based Korea Economic Institute. He is a regular contributor on 
issues of Korea in the American and Asian press.
3 Scott Rembrandt, director of Research and Academic Affairs of the Korea Economic 
Institute. Rembrandt’s primary substantive area of research is North Korea. He writes a 
monthly column on the DPRK for the institute’s newsletter, Insight.
The event is co-sponsored by the Mansfield Center, the Korea Economic Institute, the
Mansfield Foundation and the World Affairs Council of Montana.
For more information, call Weidner at 406-243-2281 or e-mail him at
terry. weidner@umontana. edu.
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